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June 11, 2007

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Support the Sanders-Clinton Amendment on 

Worker Training for the Clean Energy Economy

Dear Senator:

As representatives of the environmental, energy efficiency, and clean energy advocacy communities, we urge you to vote for an amendment to the Renewable Fuels, Consumer Protection, and Energy Efficiency Act of 2007 (S. 1419) that will train working Americans for high-skilled jobs in the emerging, clean energy economy.  Sponsored by Senators Sanders and Clinton, the amendment would create an Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Workforce Training Program at the Department of Labor to train workers in the skills our country needs to make the most of new investments in clean, renewable energy and energy-saving technologies.

As Congress advances programs to enhance our energy security and address global warming, workforce shortages have emerged as one of the top barriers to the new energy economy.  Indeed, a 2006 study from the National Renewable Energy Lab identified a shortage of skills and training as a leading barrier to renewable energy and energy efficiency growth.
  

The program established by the Sanders-Clinton Amendment would help ensure that our nation develops the best models for training workers in the new skills required to properly manufacture, install, maintain, and operate clean energy technologies.  Grant funding under the program could, for instance, train wind-industry workers in such new skills as turbine siting, airfoil repair, and weather patterns that affect turbine performance.  Investments in training of building maintenance workers, superintendents, and engineers could improve the operations of sophisticated heating and cooling systems by as much as 10 percent, saving millions in energy costs each year in large public, industrial, or commercial buildings.  

Of crucial importance, the Sanders-Clinton amendment provides working Americans with a clear pathway to earn a family-supporting livelihood in the emerging, new energy economy.  We enthusiastically embrace this amendment for signaling that America is, at last, ready to replace the old debate of “jobs vs. the environment” by investing in “jobs for the environment.”

Thank you for considering our request to co-sponsor this vital amendment.  If you have any questions about this legislation, please feel free to contact Jessica Maher in Sen. Sanders’ office at 202-224-5141.
Sincerely,
Kateri Callahan
President

Alliance to Save Energy

Bill Prindle
Acting Executive Director
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 

David Zwick

President
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Vawter Parker

Executive Director

Earthjustice
Frances Beinecke

President
Natural Resources Defense Council

Joan Claybrook

President
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Carl Pope

Executive Director
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Kevin Knobloch

President
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