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Good afternoon.  The Building & Construction Trades Department, AFL-CIO strongly opposes any attempt by the United States Senate to resurrect what we believe to be a dangerously flawed approach to comprehensive immigration reform.

We are opposed to this bill, and this process, because it will have dire consequences for our industry, our unions and, most importantly, the millions of hard working men and women we represent…a hard fact that the Senate has failed to consider.
Which is incredible considering that the US construction industry is the third largest employment sector for undocumented workers…with approximately fourteen percent of all construction workers in the US being undocumented.

Our members live this problem every day!  We come to this debate with a deep level of real-world experience about what will work, and what will not work when it comes to immigration reform…an understanding that is hard to find inside the Beltway.
And this particular immigration reform approach will not work!

Had the Majority Leadership of the Senate chosen to consult with us, or even listen to us, when this reform package was being drafted, we could have told them exactly why this immigration reform bill will not work!

Instead they chose to ignore us.

But the fact remains, this legislation won't work because creating any workable solution to this crisis must first begin with, and remain centered upon, the impact that it will have on American workers.  This bill failed that measure from the very start.
We have three major concerns with the bill that the US Senate will consider this week:

1. It lacks an effective and reliable employment verification system.
2. The penalties and sanctions for employers who violate the law are so weak it's a disgrace.

3. The new guest worker provision will provide further incentive for greedy, immoral employers (of which there are many in our industry) to drive down wages and benefit standards for ALL who work in the US construction industry.

Let me also be clear about one other issue…Our concerns go beyond the abuses that undocumented Latino workers must endure under these guest worker programs.
In our industry today, it is now common practice for contractors such as Halliburton, Kellogg/Brown & Root and Fluor Daniels to move construction workers from the Philippines, Pakistan and Eastern European countries around the world like indentured servants.

This is how they plan to use the new guest worker program - as a tool to drive down wages and benefit standards for ALL who work in the US construction industry.

In America, a career as a skilled construction craftsperson has always been a path to a middle-class life.  These workers, especially if they belonged to a trade union, made a good living; were able to purchase a home; could send their children to college; and they had a decent pension waiting for them when they retired.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am here to tell you today that if the current Senate immigration reform package becomes law…that may no longer be true in the United States of America.  And that will be a sad day for this country.
We urge all Senators to stand with American construction workers and their families by saying "NO" to this unfair and unwise bill!

Thank You. 
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