


sarcasms of the dead statesman and forget his
life-long love and devotion to a downtrodden
race.

Mr. President, I move the adoption of the
following resolutiona:

Resolved, That the Benate has roceived with pro-
found sensibility lim nnnguncement of the death of
Hon. THADDRUSE 18, lnten member of the Houge
of Representatives from the State of Pennsylvania,

Kesoleed, That from a sincere desire of showing |

every mark of respect for the memory of Ion, Trap-

prus STRYVENS, the members and oflicers of the Senate |
will go into mourning by the usual mode of wearing |

ernpo on the left arm.
Resolved, That as o further mark of respect for the
wemory of Mr. STEVENS, the Senate do now adjourn,

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. President,
TuaDDEUS STEVENS was a native of Vermont,
tanght and a teacher in her schools, but ulti-
mately a graduate at Dartmouth College, New
Hampshire, and removed in his early manhood
to Pennsylvania, where for many years he
ranked as a well-seasoned politician and some-
thing more than a prominent citizen of that
flourishing State. Like so many other men of
our country, with an experience not discredit-
able here to proclaim, as it has been and still
may be in other lands, he raised himself, un-
aided by fortune or family, from obscurity to
distinetion and honor.

Tt having been my fortune to serve in the
House of Representatives, and for some years
on the same commiitee, with Mr, STEVENS, re-
celving from him uninterrupted courtesy and
kindness while long seated in the House by his
side, it was impossible to have been unmindful
of those characteristics which so often chal-
lenged public attention, and it will be excused,
perhaps, if I venture to give, however imper-
fectly, some of the impressions made upon me
by a man whose career has been so notable as
to secure prominence in the history of a great
people and in movements which it may be said,
like the traces of glaciers on mountain tops,
notch the age.

It is too soon after the storm, and we are too
near to waves of contending principles and
parties to review the merits of particular acts
with which Mr. Srevexs has been more or less
identified ; and the humbler task will be mine,
therefore, of giving an outline picture of the
man, or of sketching some of his most distinct-
ive fealures and traits as they appeared to a
near and not uninterested observer.

Tn the early moments of tenderness and grief
for the memory of associates and friends re-
moved from conspicuous spheres of action,
plain troth and just discrimination speak in
mufHled tones, and panegyric alone ventures
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forth in full voice. Christian chfnlty and the
instincts of the human heart would portray
only the brighter tints, avoiding shade though
of the most veritable sort. But the safety of
the public requires that the faults of the states-
man shall not be concealed even though the
faults of the man receive more generous charity.
The disgraceful coalition of Fox with Lord
North history still impales, but the personal
faults of the former, hereditary or educational,
are imputed to the age or charged to Lord
Holland, the father. Could we, in the present
instance, consult the deceased, as we may by
referring to his own example, although he was
an unbeliever in the pomp and grief of all
congressional eulogies, we should find he
would have been unwilling that the sun itself
should be represented without its spots; or, if
a wart had been on his face he would have ob-
jected with Cromwellian sturdiness to its sup-
pression in his picture; and his fate, like that
of many other distinguished men,* has been
to die, leaving no lineal successors, none to
feel the joy which well-earned praise bestowed
upon an illustrious ancestor ingpires, and none
to shrink from the touch of impartial justice
when the final judgment of posterity is pro-
nounced. But simple justice, even the sharp
espionage of criticism, will not dwarf the man.
Strike from him a limb, and still something of
Hercules will remain.

Beneath arugged exterior Mr. STEVENS had
a heart that loved children, the downtrodden,
and the poor; and he could not fail, in spite of
differences of policy or of Hrinciple, to secure
the affection and respect of a multitnde of
friends; but heing at the same time a frank
man, who bravely accepted the last link in the
chain of his logic; never concealing the rough
edge of his judgments upon public measures or
public men, and being ever more ready to risk
a fall in a wrestle with his foes than to con-
ciliate them by any soft concessions, the muster-
roll of his enemies grew almost equally large
and formidable.

While the aims of Mr, STEVENS were noble—
rarely petty or inconsequential—and his meas-
ures, if we do not include his financial idiosyn-
cracies, were almost invariably on the highest
planes of morality and philanthropy, or at least
of national breadth and gravity; such as the
educational system, successfully championed
in his adopted State ; such as his earnest efforts

*Burke, Sam. Johnson, Washington, and Jackson,
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to secure the largest sum of wages to American
workingmen through his advocacy of a pro-
tective tariff; such as his broad and unstinted
support of works of intercommunication from
the Atlantic to the Pacific : such as his life-long
and persistent hunting down of slavery; yet he
cannot be said to have been fastidious, possibly
not always over-scrupulous, as to the means
used to accomplish the end.

TEconomy with him rarely rose to the dignity
of a greatpublic virtue, asin bis cstimation it
was t0o cheap and often too nearly allied with
demagogism and niggardliness to be treated
with constant hospitality. The work of cut-
ting down appropriations was foreign to his

taste, and he appeared unhappy when the Gov-
ernment or its officers got less than they asked
for. To see the demands.of public or private
claimants cut short was as painful to him as
would have been the sight of bloody surgery.
When any measure of great utility, as he un-
derstood it, was to be consummated and ordi-
nary means seemed inadequate, then it justified
prodigality. Public treasure and public lands
were seldom too precious in his eyes to be
scattered for objects national in their scope,
and he had no ap;;rehensions, not beinga job-
ber himself, that, so scattered, surrounding job-
bers might harvest the major part of the future
blessings to spring up from such broadcast
dispensations. He was an ultra partisan, not,
however, of men, nor of parties, but of meas-
aves, and he rarely discovered many virtues in
men except among those holding coincident
and coextensive views and purposes with him-
self.

He was a bold and sometimes a successful
party leader. Popular assemblages, no less than
military, revere audacity, and no infirmity, nor
age, nor defeat, norall combined, ever impaired
the imperial will or the dauntless courage of
this redoubtable leader of the House of Repre-
sentatives, though he was often confronted by
the angriest elements of political antagonism,
and sometimes even by the sour and fixed de-
termination of a majority of his own party. It
mattered little whether he carried the measures
Le had in charge upon their own merits—con-
fident that they had merits—or by the swifter
enginery of parliamentary tactics, or by asneer,
1ot less swift and possibly more irrefutable, at
some weak argument of an indiscreet opponent.

On the road to Jerusalem himself, he did not

regard it his fault if others, tugging at the same
load, supposed they were on the jonrney to |

Rome. At all times equal to debate, the force
of “the previous question’’ was to him no less
pertinent. Lhough equal to argument, the tor-
ture of his wit he found equally unanswerable
and often easier and briefer. Forall trimmers
he exhibited the fiercest scorn, and his pulver-
izing and merciless assaults upon opponents
inspired his own followers with courage, or
they assumed it if they had it not, dreading
the rigor with which he drummed out of camp
the rear of his own party, or those who, not
ambitious to be in advance of public opinion,
evinced cowardly and balky symptoms in the
closing confliet of the yeas and nays.

Though he aspired to lead and was never an
apt follower, nor to be counted upon much as
a coadjutor of measares notadvised or devised
by himself, he was wholly untinctured by vanity,
and seemed nearly as oblivious to the praise
of friends as to the censure of enemies. With-
out self-conceit and iron-clad against criticism,
especially newspaper criticism,henever courted
flattery nor counted it as any part of his wages.
Envious of nobody, careless of his own repu-
tation, he was wholly satisfied when satisfied
with the result, and neither revised his own
speeches nor paid much attention to the re-
vised speeches of anybody else. Though deaf
himself to personal compliments, he cordially
praised and remembered all those who voted
rightly, and was an inexorable hater of those
who did not or dodged. Rarely wounded in
any contest his wounds never bled, but healed
without scars, as he had no memory for the
blows he provoked and received, still less
apology or regret for such as he had given. It
may be added that whoever attacked him with
such spirit as to show he might be regarded as
having been bitten, and not merely barked at,
was commiserated as one shortly to appear at
some whipping-post, as all knew such attacks
were likely to be repaid with vengeance of
some sort, and curiosity was on tip-toe to see
whether by pungent logic or by a stunning
left-handed word charged with an explosive
and pitiless sarcasm.

There was a marvelous versatility in his
resources both offensive and defensive. When
he rose—all unperplexed as to what he should
say or by what had been said—none could pre-
dict to what weapon from his miscellaneous
arsenal he would resort, but whether it proved
to be of pagan or Christian temper, of ancient
or modern invention, it was likely to be thrust
to the quick. He was respectable in pathetic
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and aven eloguent appeals; excellent in the || which he wished to diregy the attention of the

impregnable logie of statemant ; superb in the tountry; but when he aimed merely to carry
indignant flashes of denunciunion; unrivaled || the House his speeches werq extemporaneoysg
in repartee ; and always at home in rude and || and of marked bravity, Barren of oratorical
burly sative. Wil much pith and marrow in hijg Ostentation, he not only never gave the Honge
diseourse he had little of the mere rhetorician, || o surfeit of himself, byt was visibly impatieny
never running out of hig way after dainty words When others became tedious, sileneing ull legis.
nor elaborating gracefu] sentences, and might || Iutive loguacity, ifihe temper of the Hoyge per-
have been expected to rigk hig nsounded eapa- mitted—and of that he was an ex pert judge—
bilities in song with lcsareluemncellmn apoetic || by any put‘liamentury device within his reach,
quotation. Not unfamilior with (jye classics, Wenkeniugnn cause by learned length orrefine.
and resorting to them oceasionally with felicity, || ment he yetalways appeared to have a reserveq
he could yet 8Loop 1o sources legg refined in || force ready to repel unlooked-for attacks from
order to overwhelm, if not to bedaub, an adver. any quarter, '

sary.  He wag a chiof drended by many and Not always averse to the exhilaration and
admired by more, He conld he courtly and || late houys of a diner-out, no of Jjubilant ¢om-
dignified in his manner—generally was so—op '

wanted, and seldom lacked luck o vigor in
the closing rubler of debatae.

Mr. Stevens was a little lame, having g
defect hardly to be concealed—an imperfeet
foot—similar to that of Seott ang Byron,
though, unlike the latter, he never attempted
its concealment, and being unaccustomed to
all borrowed aiqd consented veluctantly to lean
é¥en upon a cane.  Like Johy Quiney Adams
and some others, he never required the aid of
glasses, for ¢ }ig €ye was not dim, nop hig nag-
ural force abated, !

Having been g life-Tong bachelor, for years
extensively engaged in businesg ag an iron
manufacturer, us well as in the practice of the
law, whatever may have been hig habits of

presumed that he fulg ghe leastinclineq 1o gen-
tleness, he had o knack of loading his man.
nety by way of irony, with g suavity slightly
exaggerated and visible to g]) save the pavty
thus unconsciously afificted. He never wearied
his hearers by too frequent or tog bProtracted
speaking, and was fap 0o sagacions to make
a4 weak or unnecessary speech, or to tender
inflated or spurious wit for the genuine ¢oiy,
But with all hig aflluence ag a debater, hig
temperament eonld po restrain some peoenty.
cities of his naty rey orslips of the tongue, which
exposed him to Diggep reproaches as well g5
friendly regretg, Human grievapces and oppres-
sions roused hig passions, and whey roused he
could not be warranted against eruptions of
emper as likely to thyow stones into the gay-
dens of friends ng of enemies, Having g tough
and wiry constitution, he hore any amount of
fatigue and some excesses with little pain or
injury. Punciual in his attendance abthe com-
mihtee-roum, nok inattentive to a multifarioyg
correspondence, watehing with sleeplesg vigil-
anee all bills on the Calendar, and breparing to
mend or maim the leu.diugprapositiuns of every
committee, taking partin the dailydehates,and
thongh weary at evening from lahor anq the
languor of more than three-score Years and ten,
he yetin the morning, “ dreaming he was a boy
again,” wonlq often have in unexpected readi-
ness a carefully Prepared speech, written in hig
Own rapid, serawling, llaorn-hung style, upon
such subjects as |yo felt to he important and 1 |

marked by idlenegs 5 and hig memory, ratentive
and capacious, enabled him to grasp beyond
the learning appropriate to hig profession the
general store of 5 scholar, bug o scholar wigh-
out pedantry op nicoty, as he 8rasped genepa]
Principles with little knowledge of and less
taste for minor details, He sought foy com-
prehensive resnlty in the briefest time, and in
his devotion to literary and professional yend-
ing never could haye' been a drudg, The
quickness of hig apprehension, indeed, wag so
great that he eoulq almost afford 1o cast off
the pain of slow and caveful study,

When speaking My, Sreveys, notwithstand-
inghig infirmities, stood erect and ﬁrmlypoisec],
as if’ consciong thay his foundation reached to
the very center of the earth, Hig strongly cagg
head, surmounted Ly a dapk and rather pon-

derous wigy und hisstep visnge, with brow, eye,
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fate of such Dbrittle and brilliant wares, they
were gadly broken and dimmed by the clumsi-
ness of the vetoiler; T never knew him to reset
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and chin, indicating the “ gign and

the attention of the mouthy
ned merely to carty gignel of the Almighty to command,’ all helped
1o malke him & grand and central figare in the

»re extemporaneous

Barren of oratorical House of Representatives j but there was litle the dislocated parts of his jokes or to correct
ever gave the House grace or polish in his peviods or gestures—-—only even the baldest blunders; nor did T ever know
vag vigibly impatient Gre or force OF joculaxity. An angular and him to veproduce oF to give & new edition of
us, silencing all legis- jerky geaticulﬂtion, with his lean and bony || the good things of which he was the constant
iper of the House per- hands often clenched together, gave point to and prolific author. o ina jovial moment,
as an expert judge— Thiswords, and he strongly pictured their mean- often glowing with pu.ssion,they werefoundlings
vice within his reach. ing by the changing moods of his face, which || never after to be nursed by parental golicitude.
arned length orrefine- pleyed, whether grave or g8¥, in groff harmony Through life he adhered mainly to the same
red to havea reserved with the tone of his voice and argument. His polit.icul prineiples, and no more thought of

ratting from his parly when unblest by major

countenance had more the stony features of
ities than when in the heyday of its prosperity-

yoked-for attacks from
: authority than of sweetness. A peholder would

, the exhilaration and have found it easy to helieve him & man of Whenever he stood forth, as he often did,in

t, nor of jubilant com- matchless vigor and potent will and not diffi- behalfof some of the immortal priociples under-

versions anywheve, he cult to rank him among the great. lying liberty o¥ human rights, he rarely failed
o be at his post when His rmmingundertnnecommentnry upon the || to make conspicuous Lis fall strength, dis-
clied luck or vigor in debates—-sometimea, though varely, caught up playing at once the profundity of his convie-
lebate. by the report.ers—-anﬂ Wpon oCCUrTences of the || tions and the breadth of his philosophy, the

" Little lame, having o day while in his seat, as well a8 his occasional || energy of his invective, and the flash of his wity
yneenled—an imperfect tallc in the first half hour in the committee- || 88 well as the power and earnesiness of his
of Scott and Byrom, room, W8 characterized by wisdom and fun gpeecl. His style was clear, yet. abrupt and
tter, he never attempted mingled and lost in the whirl of business hand coneise; animated, yeb massive; and though
being unaccustomed to in hand with levity- Never, indeed, was wit || lacking ideality, never lacked vigor. Whether
ented reluctantly 10 lean of all the varieties, coarse and fine, exhibited || he led o conguering majority or & forlorn hope
ike § ohn Quiney Adams in more pewildering profusion: Could any || he never watered the ¢ruth to make it more
\eiver required the aid of Boswell have treasured up all these pithy sallies || popular; but waving the banner of a paramount
was not dim, nor his nat- and ceaseless corruscations, the gportiveness of || idea, and gelf-assured sooner or later of vietory,

a genius less SUEATY than sour and bitver, they || he bid defiance to foes, Lo time, and fate.

-long bachelor, for years might have been found tobe gurpagsed in purity Mr. STEVENS retained his intellectual activity
in business as an iron of sentiment orin elegance of phrasaolugy, but || to the end of his days, and could not ab the

11 as in the practice of the surely not in terse geverity nor in wealth and || latest moment be persuaded to forego any
Lave been his habits of heartiness of humor. He daily wasted in this position, however irksome, to shield himself
likely to have been Sys- private and semi-grotesgue distribution of from labor or responsibility, 8s if determined
rtainly cannob have been mirth, sense, and satire, often indiseriminately tiyp die like & camel in the wilderness, with his
_gnd his memory, retentive among {riends and foes, & capital sufficient, burden on his bac M Age brought for him
sled him to grasp heyond could it have heen preserved, to rival almost || 2O quietude; success no abatement ol his in-
ate to his profession the any of the acknowledged masters among the domitable spirit; and never could it have been
;cholar, but a scholar with- colloguial wits of this or possibly of any age. {ruly said of him &8 of Wilkes, in his old age,
ety, a8 he grasped general But the gusto with which heletloose his riotous || that he was **a voleano burnt out.'’ Carried
tle knowledge of and less \ and sparkling fun could not reduce him to the || ab last to the House of H.epresi:nt.auves for
tails. He sought for com- | level of n wealk and (rivial joker, for the reason months in a chair, he clangto his pterogn.tivas

in the briefest time, and in | that he had a depth and seriousness of pur- || a8 chairman of committees with as ungueneh-

srary and professiomﬂ read- l| pose, a bitterness of vesolve, never out of || able tenacity as the Pope of Rome clings o
have been & drudge. The gight, which did not permit him, even in sport, || the scepter of gecular power. Death came
pprehension, indeed, was 80 to trifle with the master questions of the day || when tired nature itgelf gurrendered, He was
1d almost afford to cast off nor with those princip‘].es.whicl\ held indispu- released from life at an anspicions moment,

when the highest object of his desire—the abo-
lition of American alavery—had been com-
pleted ; and if he loyed life too well to cou-
template death with the Christian's faith and
joy, he yet was able calmly t0 appreciate the
trinmphs of his political philusophy—-kunwiug
{hiat atlast his countryy founded on a rock, was

tnble empire over his head and heart.

ITis wit was all his own, and hie had no skill
in working oves mined by others, failing even
in the common art of story-telling. When his
wn,t‘\cisms—und his attempts at wit were rarely
failures—were rohearsed in his presence, 18
would often happen, and when, with the usual

nd careful study-

¢ Mr, STEVENS, notwithstand-
, stood erect and firmly poised;
hat his foundation reached to
f the earth. Ilis strongly cast
« by & davk and rather pon-
(s stern Visuge, with brow, eye,
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whole aud wholly free. The teachings of
Socrates and ‘Plato were to him scarcely less
inspired thay those of the author of the ¢ Ser-
mou on the Mount,” whose doctrines he polit-
ically seemed to obey as divine.

Wehave had but one Franklin, but one John
Randolph, and we are not likely to have more
than one THADDEUS SrEvENs; but the latter,
adorned with no title save that of a common
Representative of the people, and chiefly after
the antumnal age of sixty-five, when men are
usually expected to shun both physical and
intellectual toil, has won his niche of fame in
the Capitol of his country as assuredly as either
of the former well-defined but widely Qifferent
national celebrities.

The practical benevolence of Mr. STEVENS
to those in want within his own neighborhood
was of that kind which is *“ not puffed up and
vaunteth not itself,’’ nor did it spend its force
in a theoretical universality to the practical
exclusion of everybody in parlicular; but the
fires which he supplied to many hearthstones
of the poor, shielding them from the hard ex-
posures of arigorous climate, will forever warm
the hearts of the recipients, and some tears
will bedew the grave of one who declared,
(January 18, 1865,) in a brief speech which
finely exhibits his robust manner, that he
would be satisfied if /s epitaph should be writ-
ten thus:

" Here lies one who never rose to any eminence,
and who only courted the low ambition to have it
gaid thnt he had striven to nmeliorate the condition
of the poor, the lowly, the downtrodden of every
rage and language nnd color,”

The memory of Mr. Stevess will not perish,
because he never permitted his humanity to
grow old, and because, in spite of any other

1
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deductions, he wasted no time in self-seeking

displays, but devoted his highest faculties to
measures alive with liberty, loyalty, and love
of his country.

And yet, Mr. President and Senators, there
is no fame more flesting than that acquired
even by veterans in political service. The
whole body of congressional debates for any
fifty years, after a brief flight of time, will be
compressed into a volume uot larger than that
now required for a single session, and the vol-
ume so abridged may, perhaps, ‘“fit readers
find though few.”* Those of us who are in this
process to be dropped out, like the bad poems
in a revised edition, may reckon it some ad-
vantage that we are to be litlle known. Of all
the wan and weary candidates eager for the
fame of the political forum few can hope to
leave the world so much better than they found
it as to secure the perpetual and grateful re-
wembrance of after ages. Itisobvious, then,
that to become the early prey of oblivion is
the doom of nearly all who are led, by the

‘“infirmity of noble minds,’’ to seek reputation
through ephemeral services in the field of poli-
tics; no registry here on the rolls of fame
secures to any name a place in the hook of
life ; and, after all, the highest reward that can
await the true patriot, the wisest, and the best—
the elevation really to be coveted—is the ap-
proval of that Being to whom we are indebted
for present life and the hope of such an im-
mortality as will not be dependent upon the
frail memory of coming generations, destined
to be too busy with their own times to look
curiously bacl upon the personal history of
those who wilj have become almost invisible in
the long receding procession of the past.
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