
November 20, 2024

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray 
Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Susan Collins 
Vice Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Cole 
Chairman 
House Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Speaker Johnson, Minority Leader Jeffries, 
Chair Murray, Chairman Cole, Vice Chair Collins, and Ranking Member DeLauro,

We write today to urge you to provide Vermont, and communities across the country, with the 
supplemental funding they need to recover from natural disasters.

As you know, Vermont experienced catastrophic flooding in both July 2023 and July 2024. In 
2023, our state experienced severe flash flooding, requiring over 200 water rescues, damaging 
over 200 miles of rail in the state-owned rail system, and flooding hundreds of thousands of 
acres of farmland. Exactly one year later, northern and central Vermont once again experienced 
major flooding as the remnants of Hurricane Beryl struck the state. More than five inches of rain 
fell in numerous towns, with the town of Walden receiving 7.25 inches of precipitation. This 
intense rainfall over a short period of time damaged railways, destroyed crops, and washed away 
roads, bridges, and culverts. It also damaged—and in some cases, completely destroyed—homes,
farms, and businesses, some of which had already suffered serious damage in July 2023.

Over the last two years, we have repeatedly urged Congress and President Biden to send 
Vermont the funding it needs to recover. Specifically, Congress must replenish the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Disaster Recovery Fund, the Department of 



Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Disaster 
Recovery Program, and the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Disaster Loan Program. It 
must also provide sufficient agricultural assistance through the Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Emergency Relief Program and funding to repair our infrastructure through the 
Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Emergency Relief Program. Finally, it must include 
funding for our state’s water infrastructure through the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds. This funding is all the more 
important as additional states across the country—including but not limited to those devastated 
by Hurricanes Milton and Helene—have experienced devastating natural disasters. 

We were grateful to see President Biden’s recent request for nearly $100 billion in emergency 
funding to help the nation respond to natural disasters, as well as the Senate Appropriations 
Committee’s hearing to conduct “A Review of Disaster Funding Needs” with leaders from 
FEMA, DOT, HUD, USDA, and SBA. We sincerely appreciate your attention to the needs of our
state, and we once again urge you to act as quickly as possible to pass legislation providing 
supplemental disaster funding in line with the president’s request. As you craft a supplemental 
package, we encourage you to ensure that all states affected by disasters in 2023 and 2024, 
including Vermont, are eligible for funding. We cannot afford to wait to help Vermont, and 
states across the nation, recover and rebuild.

Sincerely,

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator

Peter Welch
United States Senator

Becca Balint
Member of Congress




