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November 18, 2025
Dear Democratic Colleague:

As we all know, Majority Leader Thune made a commitment to schedule a vote on legislation to
extend the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) enhanced premium tax credits no later than the second
week of December. It is imperative that we all support that legislation, but we must do much
more.

As the Ranking Member of the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP) it is
my view that, at a time when the Republicans have been forced to finally talk about the health
care crisis facing our country, it is essential that the Democratic caucus unify behind a set of
common sense policies that will make health care more affordable and accessible. The
American people are paying attention. Now is the time to act.

While President Trump and some other Republicans in Congress are rightfully going after what
they call “the money sucking, BIG, BAD Insurance Companies,” the policies they have been
discussing would make a bad situation even worse.

Specifically, Trump’s idea to send some 20 million Americans a check for, at most, $6,500 by
repealing the ACA tax credits would be an absolute disaster. How is someone who needs
$150,000 a year in cancer treatment going to get the care he or she needs with a $6,500
check? What is a pregnant mom supposed to do with a $6,500 check when the average cost of
childbirth in America is $20,000? How is someone who has a heart attack going to be able to
afford a $50,000 hospital stay with just $6,500?

President Trump’s absurd idea would lead to more medical bankruptcies, more unaffordable care
and more Americans going without the health care they desperately need.

At a time when the vast majority of Americans understand that our current health care system is
broken, dysfunctional and cruel, we must offer serious proposals which begin to address the
systemic deficiencies within American health care. We should not be defending a system which
is not only, by far, the most expensive in the world, but one which numerous international
studies describe as one of the worst.

While I believe that the long-term solution to the health care crisis is Medicare for All, and I
appreciate the 16 cosponsors we have on that legislation in the Senate and the more than 100
cosponsors we have in the House, this bill does not yet have majority support in the Democratic
caucus.



The good news, however, is that there are a number of much-needed reforms to the health care
system that we could offer now that would substantially improve the lives of the American
people and are also incredibly popular.

Here is what I believe we should do:

1.Extend the enhanced ACA premium tax credits. Short term, we must extend the enhanced
ACA tax credits to prevent a doubling in premiums, on average, for 20 million Americans. The
goal here is not just to prevent these massive premium spikes from occurring, it is to give us the
time necessary for a serious discussion to rally the American people around systemic changes in
a failing health care system.

2. Repeal the $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act. We must also
prevent 15 million Americans from losing the health care they have by repealing the $1 trillion in
cuts President Trump and the Republican Congress made to Medicaid and the ACA. Studies
have suggested that if these horrific cuts go forward, some 50,000 Americans will die
unnecessarily each and every year. That would be unacceptable.

3. Expand Medicare to cover dental, vision and hearing. We must expand Medicare to cover
the outrageous cost of dental, vision and hearing. In the wealthiest country in the history of the
world, it is unacceptable that millions of seniors cannot afford to go to a dentist or purchase the
hearing aids and eyeglasses they desperately need. This proposal is enormously popular. A
2024 Data for Progress poll found that 92% of the American people support expanding Medicare
to cover dental, vision and hearing. All 47 members of the Democratic caucus voted for an
amendment to Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill to do just that. Let’s do it.

4. Cut the cost of prescription drugs by at least 50%. We cannot continue to pay, by far, the
highest prices in the world for prescription drugs. Let us enact legislation to cut the price of
prescription drugs by at least 50% by requiring pharmaceutical companies to charge no more for
prescription drugs in America than they do in Europe or Canada. This is a policy that Trump
says he supports. Importantly, all 47 members of the Democratic caucus voted for a similar
amendment in July to ensure that Medicare pays no more for prescription drugs than the
Canadians or Europeans. We must seize this moment by getting these policies signed into law.

5. Expand primary health care. As broken as our overall health care system is, the state of
primary care in America is even worse. Right now, it is impossible for many millions of
Americans to find a local physician. The result: they get unnecessarily sick, end up in an
emergency room or a hospital at enormous expense to the system. Last Congress, the HELP
Committee passed bipartisan legislation by a vote of 14-7 to address the primary care crisis by
substantially increasing funding for Community Health Centers, the National Health Service
Corps and Teaching Health Centers. This legislation would also address the massive shortage of
doctors, nurses and dentists in our country. Now is the time to demand that it be signed into law.

6. Ban stock buybacks and dividends and restrict CEO compensation. According to a recent
study from the Journal of the American Medical Association, between 2001 and 2022, the top
health care companies in America made $2.7 trillion in profits and spent $2.6 trillion of that




money on stock buybacks and dividends. Further, last year, 275 CEOs of the largest health care
companies in America made a combined $3.6 billion in compensation — including the CEO of
Eli Lilly, who made $113 million, and the CEO of Cigna, who made over $50 million. That is
unacceptable. If Trump is serious about taking on the greed of the “BIG, Bad, money sucking
insurance companies” and preventing big drug companies from “getting away with murder,” let
us demand that he support legislation to ban stock buybacks and dividends and substantially
reduce CEO compensation in the health care industry.

It is my hope that we can unify our caucus in support of these policies and work together to rally
the American people behind them so that they are enacted into law.

I'look forward to working with all of you to make that a reality.

Sincerely,
,? WW

Bernie Sanders
Ranking Member
Senate HELP Committee



